
 

YEAR 7 Spring Term  

English 
 
Throughout the Key Stage, pupils’ skills are developed in: 

AO1- Read, understand and respond to texts. Developing a personal 
response. Use textual references, including quotations, to support and 
illustrate interpretations.  
A02- Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create 
meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where 
appropriate.  
AO3 - Show understanding of the relationship between texts and the 
contexts in which they were written.  Compare writers’ ideas and 
perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed across two or more texts. 
AO4/AO6- Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 
AO5 - Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register. Organise information and ideas, using 
structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion 
and texts 
AO7 - Present in a formal setting 
AO8 - Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language 
AO9 - Use spoken standard English appropriately 

 

 
Text – The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne 
 

Reading: 
 

      Range of information texts about Holocaust / context  (AO1, AO3, AO4 reading) 
     Winston Churchill’s address to the nation ( AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4 reading) 
 

Writing:  
              
Formal letter to Father/ semi-formal to Grandmother ( AO5, AO6 writing) 
Character profiles—with quotes ( AO1,  AO2, AO3 Lit) 
Holocaust Information leaflet (AO5, AO6 writing, AO1, AO4 reading) 
Bruno’s diary ( AO5, AO6 writing) 
Clothes and status in the novel ( AO1, AO3 Lit) 
Balanced argument—should the book be taught in schools? (AO5, AO6 writing) 
Film review ( AO5, AO6 writing) 
 

Spoken Language:  
● Debate and discussion groups, demonstrating the correct use of Standard English 

and changing talk to suit audience and purpose 

● Individual presentations using persuasive techniques and oratorical devices 

● Explaining, describing and illustrating ideas to an audience and responding to 

questions raised 

● Taking part in groups presentations, role plays, hot seating and improvisations 

● Sustaining a voice throughout 

● Understanding how to manipulate language to affect audience response 

● A range of enrichment opportunities, including choral speaking and recitation is also 

offered in KS3 

Mathematics Number: Fractions 1 
• Represent fractions using diagrams and on a number line. 
• Express one quantity as a fraction of another. 
• Identify and use equivalent fractions. 
• Compare and order fractions; use the symbols =, ≠, <, >, ≤, ≥ 



• Convert between mixed numbers and improper fractions. 
• Simplify fractions. 
• Convert between fractions and  
• Associating a fraction with division to convert any fraction to a decimal. 
• Use the concepts and vocabulary of multiples and lowest common multiple (LCM). 
• Add and subtract any fraction. 
• Fractions with the same denominator. 
• Fractions with a denominator that is a multiple of the other. 
• Fractions with different denominators 
• Find a fraction of an amount. 

Statistics 1 
• Understand the data handling cycle. 
• Understand the different types of data. 
• Collect, organise and interpret data. 
• Tally charts 
• Two way tables 
• Median, mode and range 
• Consider outliers 
• Draw and interpret bar charts, pictograms and line 

               graphs. 
Number: Negative numbers 

• Use the four operations with negative numbers 

 Understand the order of operations 

Science 
Working Scientifically: 
 Work with accuracy, precision, repeatability and reproducibility 
 Understand that scientific theories develop as earlier explanations are 

modified to take account of new evidence and ideas 
 Evaluate risks in practical work 
 Ask questions and develop a line of enquiry based on observations of the 

real world 
 Make a prediction or hypothesis using scientific knowledge and 

understanding 
 Select, plan and carry out the most appropriate types of scientific enquiries 

to test predictions, including identifying independent, dependent and 
control variables 

 Apply sampling techniques 
 Present observations and data using appropriate methods, including tables 

and graphs 

Cells and organisation 

 Describe cells as the fundamental unit of living organisms, including how to observe, 
interpret 

 Record cell structure using a light microscope 

 Explain the functions of the cell wall, cell membrane, cytoplasm, nucleus, vacuole, 
mitochondria and chloroplasts 

 Compare the similarities and differences between plant and animal cells 

 Explain the role of diffusion in the movement of materials in and between cells 

 Describe the structural adaptations of some unicellular organisms 

 Consider the hierarchical organisation of multicellular organisms: from cells to tissues 
to organs to systems to organisms. 

 
Sexual Reproduction and  Asexual Reproduction 

 Describe reproduction in humans (as an example of a mammal), including the 
structure and function of the male and female reproductive systems, menstrual cycle 
(without details of hormones), gametes, fertilisation, gestation and birth, to include 



 Interpret observations and data, including identifying patterns and using 
observations, measurements and data to draw conclusions 

 Use SI units (e.g., m, cm, mm) and chemical symbols & formula 

the effect of maternal lifestyle on the foetus through the placenta 

 Explain the effects of recreational drugs (including substance misuse) on behaviour, 
health and life processes. 

 
Pure and Impure Substances (elements, mixtures and compounds) 

 Consider the concept of a pure substance. 

 Identify pure substances. 

 Research mixtures, including dissolving. 

 Explain simple techniques for separating mixtures: filtration, evaporation, distillation 
and chromatography. 

Ambition 
 

Employment 

 Jobs / careers and occupations . 

 Identify how to stand up to stereotyping and discrimination that is damaging to you       
and those around you . 

 Employment laws. 

 Be aware of the laws and by-laws relating to young people’s permitted hours and types 
of employment; and know how to minimise health and safety risks to you and those 
around you . 

 Recognise when you are using the qualities and skills you need to be enterprising . 

 Volunteering: the rewards and benefits. 

Art     
Pupils will have the opportunity to develop the following skills: 

 Investigating and researching into a culture. 

 Presenting work to a high standard. 

 Cutting, shaping and smoothing wood. 

 Attention to detail. 

 Thinking about design and improving design skills. 

 Evaluating work. 

Japanese Netsuke Project – this project is an investigation into Japanese Culture using 
pupils’ own independent style of research and presenting.  They will focus on the following 
questions: 

 Why do the Japanese take so much care in their making and design? 

 What does Netsuke mean? 

 What are the properties of wood? 
 

Pupils will then have the opportunity to design and make a note holder out of wood using 
the Japanese Culture as inspiration. 

Computing Technology – pupils will  have the opportunity to develop the 
following skills: 

 Apply some computational thinking techniques e.g. decomposition and 
abstraction. 

 Use basic techniques to produce efficient and effective coding 
solutions understanding the need for care and precision of syntax. 

 Develop simple ICT-based models to explore patterns and 
relationships, and make predictions about the consequences of their 
decisions e.g. effects of changing data variables in a model. 

BBC Micro: Bit 

 Learn how to control various component on the Micro: Bit. 

 Plan and create a project using the MicroBit which makes use of inputs, outputs and 
may include other external devices. 

 
VEX IQ System Robotics 

 This unit is based around the idea of a fully automated car (such as the google car). 
In each lesson students will explore and program simplified version of the 
underlying principles powering such as car. 



 Work with a range of tools, materials, equipment, components and 
processes with some precision. 

 Use simple electronic circuits incorporating inputs and outputs. 
 Show awareness ware of strategies for guarding against identity theft 

and scams that try to access private information online. 

 Learn how to programme a physical device using VEX IQ System Robot.  

 They will use a readily built VEX IQ sensor car and we will focus on coding skills of 
this physical device using Modkit - a block based programming language. 

  
Digital literacy 

 Scams & Schemes 
Students learn strategies for guarding against identity theft and scams that try to 
access their private information online. 

 Cyberbullying be upstanding 
Students learn about the difference between being a passive bystander versus a 
brave up stander in cyberbullying situations. 

Food Science – pupils will have the opportunity to develop the following skills: 

 Understand and apply the principles of nutrition and health. 

 Cook a repertoire of savoury dishes so that they are able to feed 
themselves and others a healthy and varied diet. 

 Become competent in a range of cooking techniques. 

 Become competent in a range of cooking techniques – using awareness 
of taste, texture and smell to decide how to season dishes and combine 
ingredients. 

Cooking for Families – pupils will have the opportunity to: 

 Continue to develop cooking skills and knowledge of healthy eating and ingredients. 

 Adapt recipes to make more healthy versions eg carrot cakes. 

 Consider the presentation of their practical work. 

 Reflect upon their practical skills. 
 
 

French – pupils will have the opportunity to develop the following skills: 
 

 Pick out the main points and some detail in a short passage that is 
spoken slowly and clearly 

 Write down high frequency verbs when spoken clearly. Spelling is 
understandable. 

 Use sentences independently to describe people, places, things and 
action. 

 Use formal and informal modes of address. 

 Pronounce known language well and can read unknown words aloud 
applying phonics knowledge 

 Use a bi-lingual dictionary to look up nouns, adjectives and verbs 

 Use simple connectives, qualifiers, adverbs of frequency, numbers and 
time expressions and simple negatives 

 Demonstrate a vocabulary base and phrases related to people, places, 
things and simple actions 

Pupils will learn: 
 

 How to make and respond to invitations.  

 How to express opinions.  

 How to order drinks and snacks in a café and ask about, and understand prices.  

 How to talk about their daily routine.  

 How to talk about their school life giving details of their timetable, opinions of 
subjects etc.  

 
Grammar:  

 Reinforcement of au, à la, à l’, aux 

  Reflexive verbs (1st, 2nd, 3rd person singular) 

 Question forms  

 High frequency adverbs 

 Intensifiers and connectives 

Humanities (Geography) – pupils will have the opportunity to develop the 
following skills: 

Russia 
Pupils study a range of human and physical themes to develop skills and learn about the 



 Locate and understand key physical and human characteristics of Africa 
& Asia. 

 Locate cities, countries and regions of Africa & Asia on physical and 
political maps. 

 Understand the contrasts in levels of international development and 
how to measure development using a range of development indicators. 

 Understand how physical processes affect the environment and impact 
of people living nearby 

 Understand geographical similarities and links between places through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region within Asia. 

 Use a variety of map types to describe physical and human 
characteristics of regions of Russia and other parts of the world. 

features of this vast transcontinental country. We focus on: 

 Map skills plotting physical features 

 Comparing climate and ecosystems with a focus on the Siberian tundra 

 Tourism and Russia 

 Russian natural energy resources; impact of extraction and reliance 

 Development indicators 
  

World population  

 
Children will learn about world population including: 

 its distribution and factors affecting this 

 comparing and contrasting various regions of the world 

 population density 

 measures taken to control population growth 

Music – pupils will have the opportunity to develop the following skills: 
Performing: 

 To play as part of a group. 

 To perform extended pieces from memory. 

 To use some of the elements of music to add variety to my work. 

 To use some of the elements of music to add variety to my work. 

 To perform a range of melodies and chords from notation. 

 To perform with confidence in both group work and individually, using 
musical elements to add variety. 

Composing: 

 To improvise rhythms and melodies. 

 To compose using melody, rhythm and chords. 

 To compose for different occasions using a variety of structures. 

 To compose confidently using, melody, rhythm and chords. 
Listening & Appraising: 

 To describe, compare and evaluate using KS3 vocabulary. 

 Jazz Music 
 
Pupils continue to work on Jazz Music as the topic is split across two terms. By this stage 
they will be confidently listening and appraising as well as demonstrating awareness of Jazz 
skills and traits through some performance tasks.  
 
Aleatoric Music  
 
Students will be involved in a short project on Aleatoric Music. Considering this style of 
music from the viewpoints of the composer, listener and performer.  

Physical Education – Pupils will have the opportunity to participate in the 
following sporting areas: 
Gymnastics 

Pupils will have the opportunity to: 

 Link their own and others’ ideas together to create a sequence that is aesthetically 
pleasing. 

 Perform basic vaults with more control. 

 Suggest ways of improving their own and others performances. 

Volleyball  Perform an underarm serve. 

 Demonstrate a set and a dig with some accuracy.  

 Score a game of volleyball and demonstrate rotations in a 3 or 4. 



 Demonstrate tactics to outwit the opposition. 

Netball  Intercept the ball. 

 Mark a player/ the ball. 

 Demonstrate good support play, relative to your position. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of the rules. 

Dance  Demonstrate accuracy in musicality. 

 Contribute ideas to their group considering how they fit in to the beat of the music. 

 Demonstrate movements that are big and bold. 

 Identify strengths and areas for improvement in their own and others performances. 

OAA  Plan an effective way of getting around a course. 

 Name most symbols on a map. 

 Fully plan an orienteering course. 

 Identify their own strengths and areas for improvement. 

PSHE 
The development of self-awareness, social skills, managing feelings, motivation 
and empathy is contributed to in every topic. 

Identity and Communities  - each session will focus upon the following questions: 

 Who am I? 

 What does family mean? 

 How can I contribute to family life? 

 How do I respond to other people? 

 Who is in our communities? 

 How do I feel about ‘difference’? 
 
Planning for the future & Money and Me  - each session will focus upon the following 
questions: 

 How do I work best with others? 

 How can we improve our communication skills? 

 What do I want and how do I get it? 

 How do I plan for my future? 

 How do I save and how do I budget? 

 What can banks and building societies offer me? 

Religious Eduation – pupils will have the opportunity to develop the following 
skills: 
 

 Ask questions in response to the learning. 

 Research, gather and select relevant information, using a range of 
sources. 

 Use key religious vocabulary with accuracy in my written work and 
orally. 

 Express personal opinions in response to the learning. 

The impact of Charity 

 

● Students explore their own ideas about what charity means to them, their own 

involvement and its importance locally and globally. 

● Students take part in a thinking skills activity questioning the impact of charity in a 

LEDC (Ghana) and reflect on child labour and the conflict in Syria.  

● Students are introduced to a key historic Holocaust saviour - Nicholas Winton and 

respond to his story. 



 Contribute positively in group or whole class discussion by responding 
and adding to the views of others. 

 Organise and present work using a range of different styles. 

 Understand the impact a belief or practice can have on followers. 

 Show empathy in response to the learning. 

 Express clear views about why religions and practices are so important. 

 Reflect and make links to own experiences and beliefs. 

 Describe why a sense of belonging is so important to different faiths. 
 

● Students learn about the positive impact people can have on others. 

● Students explore the impact of ‘good deeds’ and that there are different levels of 

charity that should all be as important as each other no matter how small. 

● Students focus in detail on a Holocaust saviour and create a written project 

exploring: what they did that was so amazing, the positive impact they had on 

others, personal profile, the risks and dangers, analysis on why they helped, what 

might have happened if they didn’t help and a detailed personal response reflecting 

on their own actions and personal experiences. 

 


