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Pupils and staff returned from the 

Christmas holidays to receive the sad 

news that Mrs Henderson is retiring 

this July! After we had picked 

ourselves up off the floor, we decided 

to have a chat with our Headteacher 

and find out a little more about her 

career and hopes for the future.  

Hereôs how our interview wenté... 

How long have you been teaching? 

Well, when I retire I will have been 

teaching for forty years.  I first began 

teaching year 6 in a middle school in 

Newcastle and taught every subject.. 

Did you always want to be a 

teacher? 

No, I actually wanted to be a doctor 

but as my two favourite subjects were 

Science and English, I changed my 

mind as I grew up and decided Iôd 

like to teach.  My family always 

thought I should be a teacher because 

I was so bossy! 

What do you plan to do when you 

retire? 

I have no fixed plans.  Iôm going to 

do the things I donôt have time for 

now because I am so busy.  I might 

join a zumba class, or a choir  and 

will probably do more exercise. 

What will you miss most about 

working at Corbridge Middle 

School? 

As well as the children, of course, I 

will miss my colleagues.  We work 

as a team.  They are really 

important because of the support 

they give me.  I wouldnôt be able to 

run the school without them. 

Weôre sure youôll join with us in 

wishing Mrs Henderson all the very 

best and we hope her remaining 

time at CMS is as enjoyable and 

memorable as possible.  We are 

going to miss her! 
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A group of year 7 pupils have recently returned from a successful 

skiing trip in Voss, Norway. This is always a thrilling and highly 

rewarding trip and provides pupils with five hours of skiing a day, fun 

packed night time experiences as well as getting to know Norway and 

its culture.  

Each evening offered different activities, such as going to the cinema, 

swimming, folk group visiting as well as ówatching a movie and eating 

pizzaô night!  Back at school, the messages came through loud and 

clear from the children who had been who all said, óThis trip was 

amazing! One of the best holidays that I've been on, and would love to 

go on again.ô 
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Weôve been getting to know the ónewbiesôé.. 

Miss Bell 

Miss Bell joins us from Allendale Middle School and is 

covering Mrs Thorntonôs classes while she is on maternity 

leave. Miss Bellôs favourite piece of music is ñLast Shipò by 

Sting. She has 3 dogs, 5 chickens and 5 ducks!  Her favourite 

food is chicken and her favourite country is France. She 

loves skiing and walking.  Miss Bell has an honours degree 

in French. Her lucky number is 38. When she was younger, 

Miss Bell wanted to be a teacher, just like her mum. She also wanted to be a 

pharmacist. Miss Bell has been teaching since 1997. When she was at school 

her favourite subject was D.T.  Miss Bellôs favourite books are the Hunger 

Games trilogy. She is already enjoying working at CMS and weôre enjoying 

having her here! 

Dr Batchelder  

Dr Batchelder is our new head of Science. She used to 

work at St. Thomas More in Blaydon and loved working 

there because it was challenging. Her favourite piece of 

music is óMarvellous Night For a Moon Danceô by Van 

Morrison. Dr Batchelder has a cat called Chango 

Mutney (Mango Chutney). Her favourite food is Blue 

Rare Sirloin Steak.  She enjoys hill walking and football. Dr Batchelder has 

several qualifications such as: a degree in Geology, teaching QUE, a PGCE 

and a PHD in Geo-Chemistry. Her lucky number is 26 and when she was 

younger, Dr Batchelder wanted to be a chef like Heston Blumenthal. Her 

favourite film is Shawshank Redemption and her favourite book is Prayer for 

Owen Meany by John Irving.  So far, Dr Batchelder is enjoying her time at 

CMS and thinks the children (and staff) are wonderful! 
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Ingredients 

100g icing sugar (plus extra for dusting) 

200g plain flour 

50g cornflour 

50g ground almonds 

250g cold butter in cubes 

50g glace cherries, finely chopped 

İ tsp almond extract  

8 tbsp cherry jam sieved 

 

1. Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Sift the icing sugar, flour and 

corn flour together into a bowl. Stir in the ground almonds and 

butter, then rub in the butter until smooth. Stir in the chopped 

glac® cherries and almond extract, and bring together to form a 

dough. 

2. Roll out on a lightly floured surface, then stamp out biscuits 

using a heart shaped cutter. Keep re-rolling the trimmings until 

all the dough is used. Carefully transfer the biscuits to baking 

trays lined with parchment and bake for just 8-10 minutes until 

just pale golden. 

3. Using an upturned bottle top or similar, press gently into the 

centre of each biscuit to make a round indent. Spoon in a little 

jam and return to the oven for 2 minutes. Remove and cool on a 

wire rack, before dusting with icing sugar to serve. 
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Pupils were lucky enough to sample a typical Chinese meal for lunch 

as part of our Chinese New Year celebrations.  We would like to thank 

óThe Amberô restaurant in Corbridge for the delicious fortune cookies 

they very kindly donated.  As you can see, they were certainly enjoyed 

by all! 

A huge thank you to Mrs Ballantyne and her 

team for preparing all of the delicious food! 


