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Introduc on
At Corbridge Middle School, we design our curriculum so that our pupils strive to be
successful learners, who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve. We do our best to teach
them well in every lesson so that in Year 6, in the weeks before the SATs tests, they con nue
to have their broad and balanced curriculum. We believe that by ensuring that they feel
happy and safe and that they are prepared for the SATs they will enjoy SATs week and do
really well.
This booklet aims to explain the SATs so that you know what your child will experience. The
SATs test will take place during the week beginning 11th May. Every day will start with
breakfast in the Food Studies room, served by the teachers. The pupils love this! It is a
chance for them to relax with their friends but it also gives us the chance to check that they
are happy and raring to go. The tests take place in the classrooms that they usually have
their lessons in. We tend to split the classes into smaller groups so that we can spread them
out and they can have their own desk. We always hope for lovely dry weather so that when
they don’t have tests they can have more me outside to relax and have fun!
We are able to make arrangements for any child who does feel worried, is being aﬀected by
something happening outside of school or is unwell so please do contact us if there is
anything that we need to know so that we can support them.
Whilst we want your child to do well and feel proud of their achievements we already know
what your child is capable of and these tests will not aﬀect their maths and English groups in
Year 7. Their well-being remains our absolute priority.

J. Kennedy
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1 Assessment and Repor ng
● In 2014/15 a new na onal curriculum framework was introduced by the government
for Years 1, 3, 4 and 5.
● Since September 2015 children in all years at Key Stage 1 and 2 have been expected
to study the new na onal curriculum.
● KS1 (Year 2) and KS2 SATs (Year 6) now reﬂect the new curriculum for the third me.
● Levels are long gone! Your child will receive the new tests and the newer style of
repor ng results.

2 Scaled Scores
● From 2016, test scores have been reported as ‘scaled scores’.
● We can now compare the last three years’ cohort.
● Your child will be taught with the highest expecta ons and cover all required
elements of the curriculum, similar to previous years.
● The new curriculum is more rigorous and sets high expecta ons which all schools
have had to work hard to meet.
● It is planned that 100 will always represent the ‘na onal standard’. The ‘average
scaled score’ last year was 105 for reading, 104 and maths and 106 for SPG.
● Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a score on the scale,
either at, above or below 100.
● The scale will have a lower end point somewhere below 100 and an upper end point
at 120.
● 110 or higher means your child is ‘higher a aining’.
● A child who achieves the ‘na onal standard’ (a score of 100) will be judged to have
demonstrated suﬃcient knowledge in the areas assessed by the tests.
● In July 2020, for the publica on of test results, each pupil will receive:
○ A raw score (number of raw marks awarded).
○ A scaled score in each tested subject.
○ Conﬁrma on of whether or not they a ained the na onal standard.

3 Scaled Score Examples
On publica on of the test results in July:
● A child awarded a scaled score of 100 is judged to have met the ‘na onal standard’ in
the area judged by the test.
● A child awarded a scaled score of more than 100 is judged to have exceeded the
na onal standard and demonstrated a higher than expected knowledge of the
curriculum for their age.
● A child awarded a scaled score of less than 100 is judged to have not yet met the
na onal standard and performed below expecta on for their age.
● There are now no separate tests for the most able children. This has been replaced
with a threshold of 110+ indica ng higher a ainment.
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4 The Tests
Key Stage 2 SATs take place na onally in the week commencing 11th May 2020.
Statutory tests will be administered in the following subjects:
●
●
●
●

Punctua on, Vocabulary and Grammar (45 minutes)
Spelling (approximately 15 minutes)
Reading (60 minutes)
Mathema cs
○ Paper 1: Arithme c (30 minutes)
○ Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes)
○ Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes)

The biennial science sampling tests will not take place this year.
All tests are externally marked.
As in recent years, wri ng will be teacher assessed internally. The ‘pupil can’ statements for
English wri ng now place a greater emphasis on composi on and the statements that relate
to the more ‘technical’ aspects of English wri ng (grammar, punctua on and spelling) have
been made less prescrip ve. Our teacher assessments are externally veriﬁed at modera on
mee ngs and Mrs Watkins is a Northumberland wri ng moderator and Mrs Hamilton is a
Lead KS2 wri ng moderator.
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5 Reading
The reading test consists of a single test paper with three unrelated reading texts. Children
are given 60 minutes in total, which includes reading the texts and answering the ques ons.
A total of 50 marks are available.
Ques ons are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding of a child’s reading.
During the reading paper, a child’s inference and deduc on skills are thoroughly tested. They
will also be expected to answer ques ons on authorial choices, explaining why an author has
chosen to use par cular vocabulary, grammar and text features.
Some ques ons are mul ple choice or selected response; others require short answers and
some require an extended response or explana on.

6 Reading: Sample Ques ons

①

What evidence is there of Martine being stubborn in the way she behaved
with her grandmother?
Give two points.
1.
2.

②

Look at the paragraph beginning: One of the victims...
What does the word invaders suggest about the humans arriving on
Mauritius?
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7 Spelling, Punctua on and Grammar
Paper 1 of the spelling, punctua on and grammar test focuses on vocabulary, punctua on
and grammar. This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer ques ons including
some mul ple choice. A total of 50 marks are available.
Paper 2 is a spelling test containing 20 words, which lasts approximately 15 minutes. A total
of 20 marks are available.
Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total out of 70 for spelling,
punctua on and grammar.

8 Spelling, Punctua on and Grammar: Sample Ques ons

①

Tick to show whether each sentence is active or passive.
Sentence

Active

Passive

Otters live in clean rivers.
Fish are eaten by otters.
Usually, otters are playful creatures.

②

Which verb completes the sentence so that it uses the subjunctive form?
I wish I _______ able to join you, but it will not be possible.
am

⬜

was

⬜

were

⬜

be

⬜
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9 Mathema cs
For mathema cs, children will sit three tests: paper 1, paper 2 and paper 3.
Paper 1 is for arithme c las ng for 30 minutes, covering calcula on methods for all
opera ons, including use of frac ons, percentages and decimals.
Ques ons gradually increase in diﬃculty. Not all children will be expected to access some of
the more diﬃcult ques ons later in the paper.
Papers 2 and 3 cover problem solving and reasoning, each las ng for 40 minutes.
Pupils will s ll require calcula on skills but will need to answer ques ons in context and
decide what is required to ﬁnd a solu on.

10 Mathema cs: Sample Ques ons
Maths Paper 1: Arithme c
1.

3.005 + 6.12

⚪
2.
43

1118

⚪
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Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3: Reasoning

①

6 pencils cost £1.68
3 pencils and 1 rubber cost £1.09
What is the cost of 1 rubber?
Show
your
method

②

5542 ÷ 17 = 326
Explain how you can use this fact to ﬁnd the answer to 18 x 326
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11 How to Help Your Child
● First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry
about and that they should always just try their best. Praise and encourage!
● Ensure your child has the best possible a endance at school.
● Support your child with any homework tasks.
● Reading, spelling and arithme c (e.g. mes tables) are always good to prac se.
● Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they are
reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).
● Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every day!

12 How to Help Your Child with Reading
Listening to your child read can take many forms:
● First and foremost, focus on developing an enjoyment and love of reading.
● Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child is equally as important as
listening to your child read.
● Read a li le at a me but o en, rather than rarely but for long periods of me!
● Talk about the story before, during and a erwards – discuss the plot, the characters,
their feelings and ac ons, how it makes you feel, predict what will happen and
encourage your child to have their own opinions.
● Look up deﬁni ons of words together – you could use a dic onary, the Internet or an
app on a phone or tablet.
● All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve
anything from ﬁc on and non-ﬁc on, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football
programmes, TV guides.
● Visit the local library - it’s free!

13 How to Help Your Child with Wri ng
● Prac se and learn weekly spelling lists – make it fun!
● Encourage opportuni es for wri ng such as le ers to family or friends, shopping lists,
notes or reminders, stories and poems.
● Write together – be a good role model for wri ng.
● Encourage use of a dic onary to check spelling and a thesaurus to ﬁnd synonyms and
expand vocabulary.
● Allow your child to use a computer for word processing, which will allow for edi ng
and correc ng of errors without lots of crossing out.
● Remember that good readers become good writers! Iden fy good wri ng features
when reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure and punctua on).
● Show your apprecia on: praise and encourage, even for small successes!
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14 How to Help Your Child with Maths
● Play mes tables games.
● Play mental maths games including coun ng in diﬀerent amounts, forwards and
backwards.
● Encourage opportuni es for telling the me.
● Encourage opportuni es for coun ng coins and money; ﬁnding amounts or
calcula ng change when shopping.
● Look for numbers on street signs, car registra ons and anywhere else!
● Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home.
● Iden fy, weigh or measure quan es and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes.
● Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card games, darts,
draughts and chess.

15 Other Resources
We also have some resources that are available to support your child at home:
● mymaths.co.uk – all children have access to this using the username and password
that they will have wri en in their journals. The login details are the same for every
child. On this site are interac ve tutorials for each topic covered and a useful sec on
called KS2 SATs booster which includes prac ce ques ons.
● All pupils have a copy of the Rising Stars Achieve 100 grammar revision book. It
would be great if you could spend 5 minutes a night going through this with your
child. The answers are provided!
● emaths.co.uk and School360 have free past SATs papers. These are the old style
papers but s ll have some relevant ques ons.
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