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What a fantastic start to the year!  

The first half term has flown by with our new pupils quickly learning our Corbridge Middle 
School ways. 

 One of the messages I’ve shared this year has been how every individual contributes to 
the ethos of our school and that every one of them makes a difference to the people 
around them. 

We encourage them all to do their best to embody our school values of respect, responsi-
bility, care and resilience. And there are so many examples, every day, of our pupils doing 
just that! 

This newsletter aims to capture some of the highlights of last half-term and to let you know 
what is happening this half term. 

Personal favourites for me include our 'Big Soup' event, the success of the pupils at the 
science competitions, seeing the happy faces of the pupils who went to Kielder and seeing 
so many happy faces during the sponsored walk. Thank you so much for your contribu-
tions - every penny will be spent on supporting enrichment activities across the year 
groups.  

We are looking forward to welcoming you to the upcoming parent evenings but I would al-
so love to see you at one of the coffee events if you are able to come and have an infor-
mal chat and maybe a biscuit or two? Please see the ‘useful dates’ section for the times. 

 J Kennedy 
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Sponsored Walk 

The sponsored walk that took place on Friday 11th of October was a great success! Many 

of us wore yellow to raise awareness of World Mental Health Day, and others wore fancy 

dress.  This year the children had an obstacle course to complete as well as the usual 

laps of the school grounds. 

The aim is to raise as much money as possible, with every penny supporting our fantastic 

enrichment programme. To date, we have raised over £4000! 
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RHS Schools Big Soup Share 
 
We were delighted to take part in the RHS Schools Big Soup Share on Friday 11th of 
October! 
 
Class 8V were involved in the Garden 
Enrichment Project on Friday afternoons 
throughout the last half term and, to 
celebrate harvest and our place in the 
community, they invited 11 residents 
from nearby retirement housing to enjoy 
a hot meal. 
 
The pupils harvested produce from our 
school garden, selected two different 
flavoured soups and then prepared them 
in the school kitchen under the guidance 
of the fabulous Mrs Ballantyne. 
 
The pupils also baked cheese scones 
and a delicious fruit crumble which was 
made using fruit from the school 
orchard.  
 
Our guests had an amazing lunch and were so delighted that they wanted to do it all over 
again! 
 

We will be welcoming 
our guests back during 
the summer term, only 
this time there is 
afternoon tea on the 
menu! 
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Water Explorers 
 
Our fantastic Water Explorers had a brilliant visit to Canary Warf in London for the Water 

Explorers Finals! 

Our Y6 pupils presented brilliantly to the judges and we, along with another school, won 

the Water Explorers Legends Award for our Water Saving endeavours and for our work on 

sharing the UN Sustainable Development Goals! 

Our Water Explorers were 

outstanding representatives for the 

school! 

Well done and thank you to Dr 

Batchelder, Mrs Pound and our 

parent helper Mrs Maughan! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working With Bees 

 

Last half term, 7BP had the chance to spend some time 

working with Dr Rinke Vinkenoog from Northumbria 

University! 

They learnt how to conduct a pollinator survey and 

managed to observe bees, bumblebees, flies, 

hoverflies, and butterflies as part of their Enrichment 

Project. 

It was an incredible insight into the biodiversity that we 

have in our grounds here at Corbridge Middle School! 
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Kielder Water Visit 

 

Challenging, rewarding and exhilarating aptly describes our  fun-filled day at Kielder.  

Canoeing, orienteering, the Leap of Faith and Crate Stacking were the order of the day 
and our pupils certainly rose to the challenge, displaying great resilience at times. 

These types of activities all depend on children supporting each other and working to-
gether as a team, for which they were faultless. 

To witness our children pushing themselves beyond their comfort zone and succeeding 
reinforced to us all the inextricable link between the demands of exercise and the posi-
tive impact on their mental health and wellbeing. 
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Enrichment Homework 

Our pupils have produced some phenomenal work for their Enrichment Homework so far 

this year! 

Y5 created some beautiful art work using just primary colours! Their designs have shown 

both imagination and wonderful flair. 

Some fantastic work has also come in for the DT Enrichment Homework. 

Pupils were asked to make something 3D centred around the theme of Halloween. 

They used a range of materials and processes that have resulted in some great outcomes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
.  
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Story Telling 
 
As a school who loves to read, we were 
delighted to acclaimed storyteller Chris 
Bostock spend the day with us! 
 
Year 5 reclined on blankets and rugs, 
and even sat in a pop up tent, whilst he 
told them tales, encouraged their 
imagination to grow and ‘saw’ the story 
being narrated. 
 
Parents joined in too and everyone 
wrote their favourite book on a huge 
display which was made by Mrs 
Ramsay. The display will go up in school 
to inspire others to read those fantastic 
books. 
 
In the afternoon, Chris worked with years 6, 7 and 8 on creating stories and how to make 
them come alive, and the teachers didn't escape either! 
 
Chris spent 2 hours with us after school, showing us how to tell tales with expression, 
fluency and how to have fun with stories in our lessons! 
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Peace Posters 
 
This term, many children have taken part in our annual ‘Peace Poster’ competition 
organised by Lions International. The theme this year is ‘Journey of Peace’. 
 
The competition is taking place in 
many different countries. As you can 
imagine, it is an exciting opportunity 
as well as enabling our fantastic 
artists to show their talents. 
 
All entries were showcased in school 
and special guests from the Lions 
Club were welcomed and handed out 
prizes for selected entries. 
 
The artwork was brilliant and all of the 
children who entered should be 
proud! 
 
A special well done to our school winner, Iris and to runners up Lily and Ellen. The winning 
school poster went on to come 2nd in  the regional heat! 
 
We can’t wait to display them around school! 
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Big Bang 
 
The Y8 EcoSTEAM club has been very busy this half term! They took part in the Big Bang 
Competition at the Bring It On event in the Beacon Of Light in Sunderland. 
 
They did fantastically well and two of our teams made it through to the National Science 
Competition Finals in Birmingham in March 2020! 
 
The winners were ‘All into Algae’ and ‘Ideas for Teaching Climate Change to KS1 and KS2’. 
 
It was a STEM-tastic day for everyone who went to the event with hands on Science and 
Engineering activities covering an amazing array of possible careers! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coco 
 
We were delighted to learn that our welcome pack had safely reached Mshangano school in 
Songea, Tanzania.  Here is the Headteacher, Sengo, with our gifts. 
 
 We have heard that the pupils really enjoyed reading about us and receiving one of our 
Corbridge Middle School pens. 
 
On Friday 8th November, Jen Teulon from COCO (Comrades Of Children Overseas) is 
working with Y6 in school and all pupils will be writing letters to the pupils of Mshangano to 
hopefully learn more about their school life.   
 
A big thank you to Jess Hamer who works for COCO and hand-delivered our package to 
Sengo! 
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School Council & Youth Parliament 
 
We are hapy to announce that for the first time we have candidates standing for both the 
Northumberland Youth Cabinet and the National Youth Parliament!  

Our 7 candidates are passionate about a range of issues including the NHS, the environ-
ment, poverty and gender equality.  

Over the coming months, we will have the opportunity to hear their manifestos and ask 
them questions in order to decide who gets our vote! All children aged 11-18 who live, go to 
school, or work in Northumberland can vote.  

Our school councillors are also excited to start to develop ideas that reflect our core school 
values. They have already reached out to their classes to find out what really matters to 
them and are looking to add some new features to the school.   

 
Library Update 

We are extremely appreciative for all the donations of books, furniture and material we 
have received from pupils and staff. 

Forum Books continue to be extremely generous providing us with proof copies of books 
(long before they are available in the shops), posters for displays and bookmarks. 

We have recently added many new books to the library, updated it with bean bags and the 
biggest sofa in Corbridge! 

 We have a calm, comfy library that children can spend lunch and break time in. As well as 
a large selection of fiction books, we now have all the non-fiction books catalogued and 
available to borrow. We also have magazines available to read in the library and DVDs to 
borrow too.  

 
Nut Free School 
 
Please remember that we are a Nut Free School. This means that pupils 
cannot bring any products containing nuts into school as part of a packed 
lunch or for a snack. 
 
This includes Nutella, peanut butter, some breakfast or cereal bars etc. 
 
Please check the labels of any food products that your child brings into school. 
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Celebrating Success 

It has been an exciting start to the year for some of our pupils 
outside of school as well! 
 
 
Congratulations to Hannah who stood on top of the podium the 
receive her first International Gold Skiing medal in September. 
Hannah first developed an interest in skiing when she 
accompanied her sister to to Silksworth Ski slope in preparation for 
her school ski venture to Voss! 
 
 
Well done to Tiffany for achieving her black belt in Karate in 
October! She has worked extremely hard to gain the respect of her instructors and peers, 
training for over 6 hours a week! Well done Tiffany! 
 
 
Congratulations to Brandon and Megan who 
won a plethora of rosettes at the prestigious 
Hickstead Horse Trials recently. A very 
talented pair! 
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Food Bank Collection 
 
Last month we had a non-uniform day in order 
to collect items for West Northumberland Food 
bank. 

We were amazed by the generosity shown by 
the children and could not believe how much 
was donated! 

Well done! 

 

Lost Property 

Shown below is a timetable showing when children can access the lost property and who 
they will need to see! 

If you have lost any items then please check there first! 
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DATE TIME EVENT AIMED AT 

Thursday 14th November 16:00 - 

19:00 

Parent’s Evening All 

Monday 18th November All Day School Photographs All 

Monday 18th November 16:00 - 

19:00 

Parent’s Evening All 

Wednesday 27th 

November 

16:00 - 

19:00 

Parent’s Evening All 

Tuesday 3rd December 9:15 - 10:00 Coffee Morning All Parents 

Thursday 5th December 14:30 - 

15:15 

Coffee Afternoon All Parents 

Friday 13th December All Day Christmas Jumper Day All 

Monday 16th December 19:00 Carol Service All 

Wednesday 18th 

December 

9:30 - 12:30 Christmas Film at Forum 

Cinema, Hexham 

Year 5 & Year 6 

Thursday 19th December 13:30 Christmas Fair All 

Friday 20th December 12:05 - 

13:05 

School Christmas Lunch All 

Friday 20th December 15:30 School Closes All 

Monday 6th January All Day Teacher Training Day All 

Tuesday 7th January All Day School Reopens All 

Useful Dates 

PTA 

Thank you to the PTA for their recent purchase - visualisers for all 

classrooms in school.  

These are being widely used to support our new marking & feed-

back policy. The staff and pupils really appreciate the work the PTA 

do, for those little and sometimes very big extras!  




