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Connecting Classrooms 

Dr Batchelder and five other teachers from Tynedale have just returned from a Connect-
ing Classrooms teacher exchange to Addis Ababa funded by the British Council. This trip 
followed on from the successful visit to Tynedale by six teachers from Ethiopia in Novem-
ber.  

The UK team were exceptionally well looked after by their Ethiopian colleagues and spent 
most of the time visiting schools and spending time with pupils. There were lots of similari-
ties between education in the two countries from the subjects we teach to the enthusiasm 
of children who ask lots of questions. 

During the visit, Dr Batchelder took part in a panel discussion on the Connecting Class-
rooms program for 60 Ethiopian head teachers and gave a training session on using the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in schools. 

The joint projects focus on filtering dirty water and building model wind turbines to encour-
age pupils to think about clean energy production. These link to SDG6 Clean Water and 
SDG7 Clean Energy.  We took lots of postcards written by Corbridge Middle students and 
are hoping to get some replies from pupils from the Ethio-Wales Global Academy in Ad-
dis.  
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Dodgeball Festival, Cross Country and Indoor Athletics 
 
What a fun afternoon we had at school when the PE department hosted a dodgeball 
festival. 
 
Our captains (Amber, Jude and Liam) did a sterling job ensuring that everyone was 
actively involved in working together as a team. 
 
The importance of fair play was the order of the day and  Mrs Mole and Mrs Parkin were 
not disappointed. 
 
We did go on to clinch the championship against St Joseph’s School but more important 
was the good spirit in which the games were played. 
 
We would also like to congratulate our year 7 boys who excelled in the Area Cross Country 
Championship last term. 
 
Their attitude and performance was exemplary throughout the whole day. Ollie and Finn 
have now been selected to represent Northumberland Cross Country Team. 
 
We are absolutely delighted with our boys and the PE department wish them all the best in 
their future competitions.  
 
In addition to this, our athletics team competed very well in the Indoor Area Athletics 
competition. 
 
It was good to witness the determination of our pupils to perform to the best of their ability 
and to show respect to their fellow athletes! 
 



Newsletter February 2020 

3 

Music at CMS 
 
Last half term, our Year 6 pupils were treated to a whole afternoon of singing workshops 

led by the famous tutors of the National Youth Choir of Great Britain. 

 

What an amazing experience it was! 

 

We were also proud to have had the Corbridge Camerata representing the school at the 

Music 4 Youth Festival at Sage Gateshead! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spelling Bee Success 
 

Ten pupils from Corbridge School attended the partnership Grand Spelling Bee 

Competition held at Hexham Middle School on Wednesday 29th January. The competition 

involves pupils learning a set list of words in French which they then have to spell out 

using the French alphabet. The final round of the competition then challenges the pupils to 

spell unseen words from the KS3 curriculum.  

Both our teams were impressive. Their confidence and accuracy paid testament to the 

hard work that they had put into their preparation and they held their nerve under pressure 

in the unseen rounds. The Year 7 team got through to the final round and our Year 8 

pupils retained their position as champions. We all had great fun and the pupils were a 

credit to the school. 
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Safety Works 

 
On Tuesday 28th January, Year 5 pupils went to Safety Works in Newcastle. 

Safety Works is a place (designed rather like a film studio) with lots of fun activities 
including fire safety, make the right decisions, be cautious around dogs and learning how 
to put someone in the recovery position in a threatening situation. 

The professionals who worked at safety works taught everyone all of the everyday 
hazards and how to prevent them in easy, safe ways. On each activity, we went into 
different rooms such as a mini hospital ward, a jail cell and many more realistic venues. 

Many of the instructions we were taught to stay safe, I and probably everyone else didn’t 
know. It was very interesting and fun at the same time – a good combination for children! 

 

Georgina (5M) 
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Youth Parliament 

 

Democracy was in action last half term at Corbridge Middle School as our Year 7 & Year 8 

pupils voted in the Northumberland Youth Elections. We had six candidates from Corbridge 

Middle School following the launch of their election campaign videos which were shared 

locally and within our school assembly recently. Candidates were looking to be elected to 

either the Northumberland Youth Parliament or Youth Cabinet. 

 

The Northumberland Youth Cabinet & Parliament is an elected body of 13 to 19-year-olds, 

representing the views of young people from across Northumberland. The Youth Cabinet 

focuses on issues locally whereas the Youth Parliament is a national body that aims to 

improve the lives of young people and give them a voice. 

 

Huge congratulations to Oliver Butts and Archie Fyfe who were both elected to the 

Northumberland Youth Cabinet. 

 

Thank you to Mrs Brown for her support and best wishes to all of our candidates; we hope 

you are successful in securing a place to represent the views of young people across the 

county. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
.  
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Spring Term Photography Enrichment 

Last term my enrichment homework was all about pho-

tography. Every year The Rotary Club set many youth 

competitions for various disciplines, eg writing, chef, 

sporting and photography. Their theme was “Through 

My Eyes”. At first I thought this was such an open title 

that perhaps some would struggle with the concept. I 

also insisted upon presentation as I believe this is just 

as important as a piece of work—a simple image can 

look amazing with the right mount and frame. My ex-

pectations were high and I thought I would have to re-

turn some. Fortunately, I was mistaken. The quality 

and quantity of work was outstanding. I spent most of 

the last day of term laying out all the stunning photo-

graphs in the art room in preparation for the judges, 

who came in and chose (with great difficulty) a 1st, 

2nd and 3rd and then 20 runners up. They found this a 

challenge and wanted me to pass on their gratitude for 

those who took part and to say the work was outstand-

ing. I, myself was amazed and it’s things like this that 

remind why I went into teaching and why I teach the 

subject I do. The results will follow so watch this 

space…..                  

 

                                              Mrs Walker Thomas 
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Poetry Competition 
 
Huge congratulations to Emily Lunt who won Northumberland County Council's poetry 
competition.  
 
Pupils were asked to scribe a poem relating to Inspirational Women in Northumberland in 
celebration of International Women’s Day 2020. She has won £200 for our school and £25 
book voucher for herself!  
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Food Studies 
 
We were very impressed with the skills demonstrated by our Year 5 pupils who have 

completed their first practical in food. The focus of the lesson was the safe use of a knife 

and we prepared some lovely healthy rainbow salads.  

 

Year 8 pupils have completed a Valentines biscuit challenge for their enrichment 

homework in Food. The biscuits were beautifully presented and six pupils have been 

selected to take part in our annual Bake off competition against Ovingham Middle School, 

which will be held in March.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humanities & English Enrichment 
 

Last half term, the humanities enrichment homework for our year 8 pupils was based on 

the topic of the middle east, while the English enrichment for the year 5 pupils was the 

Titanic! 

Here are two fantastic examples of the work that was submitted with Martha (8V) creating 

a wonderful board game and Ewan (5P) making a brilliant model of the Titanic! 
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Author Visit 

Here at CMS, we love to have authors visit us and inspire us to read and write. So far this 
year, we have had four author visits and have even more exciting news to share. 
 
Frances Hardinge, award-winning children's author, is coming on 31st March, to give us an 
insight to her work,  answer questions and sign books for the children. 
 
Her latest novel, Deeplight, is being published in April, so we are lucky to be able to hear all 
about it first, and to meet Frances too. 
 
Lots of our pupils have read her novels, Fly by Night and The Lie Tree, so will no doubt be 
looking forward to meeting Frances for real! 
 
Our friends at Forum Books are, once again,  happy to supply us with copies of Frances' 
books at a discounted price, so look out for the letter from school which details the books 
available on the day. 
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Sikh Temple Visit 

Year 5, as part of their RE enrichment, all had the opportunity to visit the Sikh temple in 
Newcastle earlier this term. 
 
Each form class went and experienced the Gurdwara, meeting Sikh Cloud who was the 
most welcoming host. As part of the visit, students visited all the different rooms in the 
temple and observed a Sikh lady chanting as part of her prayer ritual. The respect our 
children showed was awe-inspiring; they listened and sat silently just taking in the 
meditative atmosphere. 
 
At the very start of the visit, students were invited to share a drink and chocolate treat - as 
you can imagine, this went down very well indeed. The questions asked were so varied 
and thoughtful, ranging from the 5Ks to ideas about respect and equity. Cloud Singh wrote 
a lovely piece about our visit: “Guru Granth Sahib Ji was being read so they, of their own 
accord, simply sat down on the floor and listened. Such glorious simplicity and natural 
understanding.” 
 
Mrs Parkinson’s class each wrote to the temple to say thank you for the visit which was 
really thoughtful. Cloud described them as: “...joyful, energetic, careful, kind, observant 
and purposeful.” As the RE coordinator, I was so proud of our amazing students and am 
looking forward to our next school visit.  
 
Finally, a big thank you to the parent volunteers who came along too and experienced the 
temple visit - always very much appreciated and to the Sikh temple for allowing us to have 
new experiences.  
 
 
Miss J Bell 
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Lost Property 

Shown below is a timetable showing when children can access the lost property and who 
they will need to see! 

If you have lost any items then please check there first! 
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DATE TIME EVENT AIMED AT 

Wednesday 4th March 9.00 - 15.00 Newcastle Castle & Keep Y7 

Thursday 5th March 9.00 - 15.00 Newcastle Castle & Keep Y7 

Friday 6th March 12.30 - 15.20 Safety Works Y8 

Monday 9th March 18.00 - 20.00 Y6 Music Concert Y6 

Friday 13th March PM KS2 Ryton Music Festival KS2 

Tuesday 17th March 8.00 - 15.20 Tyneside Cinema– French Trip Y8 

Thursday 19th March 16.00 - 19.00 Parents Evening All Parents 

Friday 20th March PM NSPCC Workshop Y6 

Wednesday 25th March 16.00 - 19.00 Parents Evening All Parents 

Monday 30th March 16.00 - 19.00 Parents Evening All Parents 

Wednesday 1st April - Friday 3rd 

April 

All Day Winmarleigh Hall Residential 

Trip 

Y5 

Thursday 2nd April 13.30 - 14.45 Y7 Music Concert Y7 

Friday 3rd April 15.30 School Closes for Easter 

Holidays 

All 

Monday 20th April 8.45 School Reopens for Summer All 

Useful Dates 
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MONDAY 
12:05 KS3 Netball Mrs Scott 

12:05 Hockey Club Mrs Parkin 

12:30 Art Open Door Mrs Walker-Thomas 

12:30 Weather & Climate 

Change Club  

Dr Batchelder 

12:30 Ceilidh Band Mrs Stephenson 

TUESDAY 
08:30 Guitar Group Mr Buckton 

12:05 Junior Choir Mrs Fisher 

12:05 KS3 Friendship Club Mrs Liddle 

12:30 Games Club Mrs Hamer & Mrs Mole 

WEDNESDAY 
12:05 KS2 Friendship Club Mrs Liddle 

12:05 Homework Club Mrs Firth & Mrs Mole 

12:05 KS3 Football Mr Blatherwick 

12:35 Sudoku Club Mrs Brown 

THURSDAY 

08:05 Wind Band Mrs Fisher 

12:05 KS2 Football Mr McKee / Mr Swinney 

12:05 Homework Club Mrs Firth 

12:30 Senior Choir Mrs Fisher 

15:05 Boys Choir Mr Reed 

15:30 Code Club Miss Jones / Mr Johnston 

FRIDAY 
12:05 Chess Mr Swinney 

12:30 KS3 Rugby Mr Blatherwick 

Clubs Timetable 








