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Corbridge Middle School  

Report on consultation proposing the provision of an artificial grass pitch at 

Corbridge Middle School  

18th July 2019  

 

1. Introduction 

This report sets out the results of the consultation carried out in the Summer Term of 2019. The 

consultation sought views on a proposal to install an artificial grass pitch on the top playing field of 

Corbridge Middle School.  

The Governing Board would like to thank everyone who took part in the consultation. We appreciate 

the level of detail included in responses and can confirm that all members of the governing board have 

had sight of all responses.  

Sections 2 & 3 of this report describe the consultation process and number of responses received. There 

were a wide variety of responses so not all can be summarised however the most common views have 

been identified in Section 4. All responses were confidential and therefore no individual stakeholders 

have been identified. The conclusions drawn by the governing board at this stage have been set out in 

section 5 with our proposed next steps in section 6.  

Since carrying out the consultation, the school has been informed that approval has been given by the 

Secretary of State for Education, to Northumberland County Council, for the disposal of playing field in 

order to allow an access road to be created for the Milkwell housing development.  

2. Consultation process 

The consultation took place for four weeks from 3rd June to 1st July 2019. The consultation was publicised 

in the following ways: 

 meeting with teaching staff 

 assembly with pupils 

 school communication with parents 

 posted on school Facebook page 

 leaflet drop to all immediate neighbours (circa 55) 

 posted on “Visit Corbridge” Facebook page 

 open meeting for direct neighbours 

 article in Hexham Courant  

The consultation document and response form were available on the school website to enable all 

stakeholders to respond. Consultees were asked to complete a short questionnaire. The vast majority 

of responses were provided electronically via the school website. A few responses were delivered by 

hand and manually input by school staff.   
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3. Number of responses 

127 responses were received with a breakdown as follows: 

  

Respondents as % of key stakeholder groups 

Stakeholder group No. responses  % of group who responded 

Parent 38 12% 

Pupil 24 7% 

Immediate neighbour 23 42% 

Staff 17 38% 

Residents of Corbridge 15 1% 

Local rugby & football clubs   6 100% 
 

4. Outline of responses 

 

a) 51% supported the artificial grass pitch proposal, 49% did not support the proposal. 
 

Keys reason given in support of proposal (number of responses):  

 great facility for Corbridge, supporting strong healthy community (21) 

 all year round use of pitch (16) 

 opportunity for local sports clubs to use facility (15) 

 asset for school (12) 

 extra space always available at break time (7) 
 
Key reasons given against the proposal (number of responses): 

 environmental impact (19) 

 impact on wildlife, especially rabbits (18) 

 made of plastic (17) 

 increase in traffic (16) 

 the school has greater needs for investment (12) 

 impact of artificial lighting (12) 

 impact of increased noise (10) 
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 at odds with school’s aspiration to be an eco-school (8) 

 majority of community won’t use it (8) 

 village against Milkwell housing development; school collaborating with developer (6) 

 more injuries than on grass (6) 

 
b) 35% of responders would be interested in using the pitch as follows: 

 

 
 

5. Conclusions of the governing board 

The governing board were pleased with the overall level of response to the consultation. An initial 

review of the responses took place at the summer term meeting of the full governing board. The 

following conclusions were drawn by the governing board: 

a) investing £450,000 at Corbridge Middle School is a once in a lifetime opportunity for both the 

school and local community and needs careful consideration. The outcome of 51% in support 

of and 49% against this proposal, does not currently provide confidence that the proposal in 

its current format is necessarily right for Corbridge or its Middle School. The board will be 

considering whether changes could be made to the proposal to mitigate some of the concerns 

raised, whilst also reflecting on other alternatives. 

b) some of those involved directly with the school have shown concern that installing an artificial 

grass pitch would have a negative environmental impact; did not want to replace grass with a 

plastic playing surface and felt the money available could be better spent on other school 

facilities 

c) those involved in sport and local sports provision view the installation of an artificial grass 

pitch as a great facility for Corbridge that will support further development of a healthier 

community 

d) the impact of decisions on climate change and our world are taking a higher priority than ever 

before and it was agreed need to be taken into account 

e) the role of Corbridge Middle School in connection to the Milkwell development has not been 

fully understood by some respondents     
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6. What happens next 
 
a) The governing board has been informed by Northumberland County Council that the Secretary 

of State for Education has approved the disposal of a strip of playing field. This means that 
pending completion of all planning, legal and highways approvals and documentation, it is 
expected that work will commence during the school holidays on the access road to the 
development site. The start date is not yet confirmed. 

b) Over the next six months, the school needs to ensure that the safety of children is not 
compromised whilst building work commences at the Milkwell site. Home to school transport 
and the route into school for pupils will be changing and must be managed.  

c) At the same time further advice is being sought from sport facilities specialists and others to 
explore how best to invest the money being provided to the school.  

d) Over the past two years much work has been done to refresh the curriculum at the school. We 
now need to examine whether any alterations are required to our school facilities in order to 
build on our many strengths and future priorities.  

e) Further discussion is to take place regarding how the school develops it’s work to support the 
UN sustainable development goals.  

f) It is expected that we will be able to present our recommendations during 2020. 

 

Moving forward, the views expressed have been useful in directing our work. The governing board 
wish to thank everyone who has been involved in this consultation process.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
Mrs Jo Holmes 
Chair of Governors   
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